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Analysis on Evolution of Medical Ethics in Lingnan Practitioners

During the Era of the Republic of China
WEN Jie—Xian
(Guangzhou University of Chinese Medicine, Guangzhou 510006 Guangdong, China)

Abstract: The period of 1912 to 1949 for the Republic of China was an era when great social transformation and
ideological development took place. To adapt to the social changes, celebrated practitioners in Lingnan area
developed the thoughts of traditional Chinese medicine (TCM) ethics. When discussing their relationships with
patients, the practitioners in Lingnan area no longer stick to the idea of “pursue the right without seeking profit”
and raised the idea that practitioners had their reasonable interest demands; in dealing with the relationship with
other practitioners, they emphasized that competition and criticism were as important as close cooperation; for
managing the relationship of the government with medical industry, the practitioners were no longer confined by
the idea of superiors and started to fight against the abolition of TCM by the government. The thinking and practice
of reforming medical ethics for TCM by the previous generation of practitioners played an important role in
constructing the discourse power of TCM and enhancing cultural self-confidence today.
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